
Order 19-17/18 

Passage: 8-0 (Ray absent) on 8/21/2017    Effective 9/20/2017 
ETHAN K. STRIMLING (MAYOR) 

BELINDA S. RAY (1) 
SPENCER R. THIBODEAU (2) 

EDWARD J. SUSLOVIC (3) 

JUSTIN COSTA (4) 

CITY OF PORTLAND 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL 

DAVID H. BRENERMAN (5) 

JILL C. DUSON (A/L) 
JON HINCK (A/L) 

NICHOLAS M. MAVODONES, JR (A/L) 
 

 

 
 

AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 6, BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS, 

Re: Habitation of Recreational Shelters 

 

I. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 

ORDERED, that the Code of Ordinances, City of Portland, Maine, 

is hereby amended by adding the following Section 6-

133, which shall read as follows: 

 

Sec. 6-133.  Reserved. Habitation of Recreational Shelters. 

 

(a) For purposes of this section, “recreational shelter” 

means any building, structure, vehicle, trailer, or other 

enclosure used or intended for human habitation that does not 

meet the standards set forth in Articles II through IV of this 

Chapter, or the State of Maine Manufactured Housing Act.  This 

includes, but is not limited to, recreational vehicles, motor 

homes, campers, camp or truck trailers, tents, shelters, and 

structures on trailers capable of being towed by a consumer 

motor vehicle. 

 

(b) A recreational shelter may not be occupied as living 

quarters, unless it meets all of the following requirements: 

  

(1) The recreational shelter is a vehicle or trailer 

eligible for registration under Title 29-A, Chapter 5 

of the Maine Revised Statutes; 

 

(2) The recreational shelter is fully inspected, 

registered and ready for highway use, except that a 

moveable recreational shelter that does not move under 

its own power may be temporarily disconnected from the 

vehicle used to haul it, only for the time period 

contained in subsection (b)(vii8) below;  

 



(3) The recreational shelter meets all of the applicable 

fire and life safety requirements; 

 

(4) The recreational shelter is weathertight, watertight, 

vermin proof, structurally sound and in good repair; 

 

(5) The use of the recreational shelter, and its 

connection to utilities, if any, complies with all 

other applicable sanitary, electrical, fire, and life 

safety requirements of this Code; 

 

(6) The recreational shelter is located entirely on 

residential property and is used solely by residents 

of that residential property or guests of those 

residents; 

 

(7) The recreational shelter, or space for the 

recreational shelter, is not rented or let; 

 

(8) The recreational shelter is not occupied as living 

quarters anywhere within the City of Portland for more 

than 30 days in any one one-year period; and 

 

(9) No more than one occupied recreational shelter may be 

located on a single parcel or lot at a time. 

 
 


