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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 6, (BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS), 

Re: Registration and Renewal Fee Discounts 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. That Chapter 6, Section 6-151 of the Portland City Code 

is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Sec. 6-151. Registration required. 

 

(a)For purposes of this Article, a rental unit is a portion 

of any residential structure that is rented or available for 

rent to any individual or individuals for any length of time.  A 

Single-Family Home, Condominium, or Apartment that is occupied 

by the owner or owners, and of which no portion is rented or 

available for rent, is not a rental unit.  Any portion of a 

Single-Family Home, Condominium, or Apartment that is rented to 

or available to be rented to an individual or individuals who 

are not the owner or owners is a rental unit.  Dwelling units 

and rooming units as defined in §6-106 are, without limitation, 

rental units. 

 

(b)Registration of ownership. The owner or owners of all 

buildings containing one (1) or more rental units within the 

city shall register their ownership interest, address, telephone 

number, and e-mail address, as well as the name, address and 

telephone number of the person or entity responsible for 

managing the property with a housing safety official designated 

by the city manager as provided in section 6-152 by January 1, 

2016 or within thirty (30) days of purchase of the property 

and/or building, whichever occurs later. 

 

(c) Fee for Registration.  The owner or owners shall pay 

to a housing safety official designated by the city manager a 

fee of $35 per rental unit at the time of registration.  Failure 

to pay this fee by January 1, 2016 shall constitute a violation 

pursuant to section 6-153. 

  



 

(d) Annual Renewal and Fee.  The owner or owners shall 

renew their registration annually by updating the information 

provided in their initial registration and by payment to the 

City through a housing safety official designated by the City 

Manager of a fee of $35 per rental unit.  Failure to update 

information or pay the annual renewal fee by January 1 shall 

constitute a violation pursuant to section 6-153. 

 

(e)Registration of management companies. Any individual, 

firm, corporation or purchaser under a land installment contract 

pursuant to Title 13 M.R.S.A. § 481 et seq. as may be amended 

from time to time, managing property subject to the registration 

requirements of subsection (a) shall register with the building 

authority its management responsibility by January 1, 2016 or 

within thirty (30) days of assuming management responsibility. 

Any filing shall be updated, at least annually, if there are any 

changes whatsoever with regard to the information supplied.  

Failure to register management responsibility or update the 

information supplied regarding such management responsibility 

shall constitute a violation pursuant to section 6-153.  
 

(f) Registration and Renewal Fee Discounts.  In recognition 

that there are certain actions that owners of rental units may 

take that reduce the safety risk and decrease the financial 

burden upon the City, the following discounts to the 

registration fee and renewal fee are available: 

 

(1) $10 discount for each rental unit within a fully-

sprinkled building as verified by a testing 

report, maintenance report or a maintenance 

contract, which shall be provided at the time of 

registration and upon each renewal; 

 

(2) $7.50 discount for each rental unit within a 

building with a centrally-monitored fire alarm as 

verified by Fire Department logs or an alarm 

contract, which shall be provided at the time of 

registration and upon each renewal; 

 

(3) $5.00 for a rental unit that has been subject to 

and has passed a Housing and Urban Development 

Housing Quality Standard (HQS) inspection within 

the preceding year as verified by the HQS 

inspection report, which shall be provided at the 

time of registration and upon each renewal; 

 

(4) $10.00 for a rental unit that has been subject to 



 

and has passed a Housing and Urban Development 

Uniform Physical Condition Standard (UPCS) 

inspection within the preceding year as verified 

by the UPCS inspection report, which shall be 

provided at the time of registration and upon 

each renewal; 

 

(5) $2.50 for a rental unit that is subject to a 

signed lease which prohibits smoking by tenants 

as verified by a copy of the current lease, which 

shall be provided at the time of registration and 

upon each renewal.  The existence of and 

enforcement of such provision may also be 

verified through inspections or upon spot checks 

of the rental unit.   

 

 The total amount of discounts from the annual registration 

or renewal fee as described above shall not exceed $20.00, and 

the minimum annual fee for registration or renewal shall be 

$15.00 per unit.    

 


