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Section XVIII:  Bicycle Parking Technical and Design Standards 
 

I. Intention 
These standards are intended to encourage the use of bicycles for personal 
transportation as an alternative to motor vehicles by providing adequate and secure 
short-term and long-term bicycle parking for residential, employment, commercial 
and other transportation and travel destinations.   

 
II.  Applicability 

In all zones where off-street motor vehicle parking is required and in the case of new 
construction, alterations and changes of use as specified in Section 14-526(a)(2) 
(Site Plan Standards), minimum off-street bicycle parking requirements shall be 
provided and maintained. 

 
III.  Standards  

The provisions for bicycle parking as required under Zoning Sec. 14-332.1. Uses 
requiring off-street bicycle parking and Site Plan Sec. 14-526 (a) (2) shall meet the 
following location and design specifications and requirements: 

 
A. Location 

1. For commercial structures that require more than ten (10) bicycle spaces, 
at least ten percent (10%) of the required bicycle parking shall be 
provided within fifty (50) feet of the main egress point of the structure, or 
shall be no further from such entry than the nearest five (5) non-
handicapped parking spaces. Where there is more than one structure on a 
site, or where a structure has more than one main entrance, the parking 
shall be distributed to adequately serve all structures or main entrances.   

 
2. Where possible, and especially for bicycle parking intended for long-term 

use, bicycle racks shall be provided under cover at pedestrian entry 
arcades or canopies where such arcades or canopies are provided.  

 
3. To the extent feasible, placement of off-street bicycle parking racks must 

conform to the Bicycle Parking Rack Placement Criteria (drawn from the 
Bicycle Facility Design Guide of the District Department of 
Transportation, 2006) as illustrated herein  (Illustration I). 

 
4. Bicycle parking shall be separated from car parking by a physical barrier 

such as curbing, wheel stops, parking bollards or similar features to 
protect bicycles from damage by cars.   

 
5. Directional Signs:  If bicycle parking is not directly visible from the 

public right of way, directional signage shall be provided indicating the 
availability and location of bicycle parking facilities. 
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B. Bicycle Parking Facilities:  
1. Off-street parking for bicycles shall provide a secure, durable structure to 

which bicycles can be affixed with customary lock and cable 
mechanisms, and shall maintain the bicycle in an upright position.    

 
2. Bicycle parking facilities that are used at night shall be adequately 

illuminated to minimize the risk of theft and vandalism.   
 

3. Structures that support the bicycle frame at two locations such as inverted 
U-racks and bike hitches are preferred over racks with single connection 
points, such as bike fences and wave racks.  Racks shall be securely and 
permanently anchored according to manufacturer’s specifications.  

 
i. Storage Lockers:  Where feasible, such as residential 

developments, parking garages, or other suitable locations, 
bicycle storage lockers are encouraged for long-term bicycle 
parking.  Double-decker bicycle racks are appropriate for bicycle 
storage lockers.    

 
ii.  Approved Bicycle Racks: Catalogue cuts and installation 

specifications are provided for rack systems approved for the City 
right-of-way and recommended for private property.  A variety of 
commercially available racks are acceptable on private property, 
including those catalogue listings identified herein (Illustrations II 
and III), or equivalents upon approval by the Planning Authority.  

 
iii.  Bicycle Racks in public right-of-way:  Where site conditions 

cannot reasonably accommodate bicycle parking on private 
property, it may be located within a public sidewalk area either 
adjacent to or within reasonable walking distance of the site, if 
such areas are available that meet the Bicycle Parking Rack 
Placement Criteria of this chapter (drawn from the Bicycle 
Facility Design Guide of the District Department of 
Transportation, 2006) – see Illustration I.  If no such location is 
available, a financial contribution commensurate with the cost for 
purchase and installation of the required number of bicycle racks 
shall be made to a City infrastructure account for racks to be 
installed in the public right-of-way in other, more suitable 
locations of the City.   

 
The following approved brands, installed according to company 
specifications, shall be permitted for bicycle racks in the public 
right of way.  Equivalent bicycle racks by other manufacturers are 
acceptable upon approval by the Planning Authority.  
 

·  DERO ‘Downtown Rack’ Inverted U-Rack  (Illustration 
II) 

·  DERO ‘Bike Hitch’  (Illustration III)  
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Old Port District, including Commercial Street: 

·  DERO Bike Hitch only  (Illustration III)  
 

Bicycle racks in the public right of way shall become the property of 
the City of Portland.   
 
Bicycle racks in the public right of way shall match the designated 
street furniture color for that location: 
 
a. Bayside District: RAL 7016 Tiger Drylac USA, Inc– Dark 
Gray 
b. Bayside Commercial District (B-7 Zone): T357-Gr105 

Cardinal Industrial Finishes. 
c. Old Port (including Commercial Street): Black  
d. Congress Street: RAL 6012 Tiger Drylac USA, Inc – Green 
 
Where there is no designated street furniture color, bicycle racks in 
the public right of way shall be black.  
 

These standards shall be revisited by the Planning Board no later than June, 2013. 
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                            Illustration II 
“DOWNTOWN RACK”- INVERTED 

U-RACK 
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Illustration III 
BIKE HITCH 

 


