SHAPING A COMMUNITY VISION FOR PORTLAND

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF PORTLAND TO VALUE, PRESERVE & BUILD UPON
Portland is an intimate city, small in scale but big in urban amenities and a high quality of life, which is
situated around a scenic Maine coastal peninsula. Portland is a city of neighborhoods around a vibrant
downtown, which make up the building blocks to the community as a whole.

A City that Provides for People
Portland is the largest city in Maine and is the economic and service center for the region.

e Portland continues to attract people of workforce age due to diverse job opportunities (particularly in
business and technology), quality employment, and a stable economy.

e Portland has a vital working waterfront with diverse coastal commerce activities and water dependent
uses.

¢ Portland is the center for many regional service institutions, which offer high quality medical care, an
extensive range of social services for those in need, and numerous higher education opportunities.

II. A City that is a Good Place to Live

e Portland retains a small town feel with a built environment that is scaled for people, is pedestrian
friendly, and is accessible to the community. Residents value and seek to enhance the safety of the
community, the proximity of commercial uses near residences, and the walkable nature of the city.

e Portland enjoys a personable and congenial atmosphere that makes it a welcoming place to work, live
and visit.

e Portland offers the amenities and services of a big city. Throughout Portland there are diverse arts,
cultural and educational offerings, assorted shopping opportunities, numerous scenic parks and active
athletic facilities, and high quality municipal services and infrastructure.

e Portland has an active and vibrant downtown both day and night due to its interwoven mix of
residential, commercial, institutional, and cultural land uses.

e Portland is the visual and performing arts center of Maine.

e Portland is a city of neighborhoods with a range of residential neighborhood types, such as high-
density areas on the peninsula, early 20" century neighborhoods off the peninsula, suburban
neighborhoods, and the more rural areas of the Islands.

e Portland is a great place for families with good neighborhood schools that serve families throughout
their life cycle.

III. A City that Values Its Natural, Architectural, and Cultural Heritage
e Portland is a coastal community that is geographically varied and dynamic with:
o Spectacular views of Casco Bay and the Islands, Back Cove, and Maine’s Mountains from the
City’s promontories; and
o Three meandering rivers with significant saltwater estuaries and streams that flow through
neighborhoods;
o Significant wildlife and fisheries resources; and
o Access to our natural features through the City’s trails, parks and scenic viewpoints.
e Portland is a culturally and ethnically diverse community that values its shared history, is proud of
its cultural diversity and is working together for a cohesive community.
e Portland is a historic maritime city, which
o Retains a rich historic character for both commercial and residential neighborhoods,
o Offers a broad spectrum of architecture and distinctive landmarks, and
o Maintains unifying features: such as brick buildings and sidewalks, and established and
traditional neighborhoods with narrow and interconnected streets.







