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Mission
Promoting a more sustainable 
community now and into the future.
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● Energy policy and implementation - focused on transitioning to renewables

● LED street light upgrades - using new technology to make lighting efficient

● Waste reduction initiatives - plastic bag and foam bans, recycling, compost

● Pesticide use ordinance - banning the use of dangerous pesticides 

● Energy benchmarking ordinance - tracking energy use of large buildings

● Attaining climate action goals

Which includes...



Climate Goals



Climate Emergency
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More Rainfall & 
Less Snow

Increasing 
Temperatures Sea Level Rise

Portland & South Portland’s Climate Trends, 
Projections, and Impacts
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A note about scenarios

• RCP 2.6 (low scenario): We all act now and drastically reduce 
emissions in the near future. Temp rise of 1.9 -2.3 degrees C by 
2100

• RCP 4.5 (intermediate scenario): We act now and are carbon 
neutral by 2050 and have negative emissions after.  Temp rise of 
between 2.0 - 3.6 degrees C by 2100

• RCP 8.5 (high scenario): We continue business as usual. Temp 
rise of 3.2 - 5.4 degrees C by 2100



Sea Level Rise
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Scale of Uncertainty...
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What Sea Level Rise Means for Us… 
Reported from the Bayside Adapts study:
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September 30, 2015

Intense Rain Events
AND Sea Level Rise
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Frequent street 
closures due to 
nuisance flooding 
during astronomical 
high tides or storm 
tides





Heat
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Temperatures are Rising
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“A new climate report from the Union of 
Concerned Scientists predicts that Maine could 
see more than a 10-fold increase in the number 
of 90-plus degree days by midcentury and up to 
11 days by century’s end when temperatures 
top 100 degrees.”

Portland Press Herald
July 16, 2019
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Rise in Heat Related Deaths
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Vector-Bourne 

Diseases
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Proliferation of Lyme Disease
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Mosquito-Borne Illness
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Increased Air Quality Concerns
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Increased Air Quality Concerns
Get ready for tens of 
millions of climate
refugees
Researchers are creating models of where 
people will move when climate shocks hit, but 
so far we’re just making educated guesses.



    

Increased Air Quality Concerns

Portland Expo - Summer 2019

Central 
America

DR Congo

South Sudan

CAR

Rwanda & 
Burundi

Uganda

Somalia



    

Increased Air Quality Concerns
Get ready for tens of 
millions of climate
refugees
Researchers are creating models of where 
people will move when climate shocks hit, but 
so far we’re just making educated guesses.

Climate Refugees Anticipated by 2050 -- World Bank





    

Increased Air Quality Concerns
Get ready for tens of 
millions of climate
refugees
Researchers are creating models of where 
people will move when climate shocks hit, but 
so far we’re just making educated guesses.

Portland Expo - Summer 2019





How do we reduce these impacts?Climate change may be the greatest challenge 
to our City since the rebuilding after the Great 
Fire of 1866 and it will require of us an honest, 
committed, and sustained commitment to 
change.

Report of the Mayor’s Sustainable Portland 
Task Force, 2007
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The Vision 

Together, Portland and South 
Portland work to be inclusive, 

vibrant communities that provide 
opportunities for residents and 

businesses to thrive in a changing 
climate.



Pathway to 80% x 2050
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Four Plan Elements
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Four Plan Elements
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Four Plan Elements



Four Plan Elements
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Public Engagement Strategy
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Public Engagement Strategy - Surveys
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Public Engagement Strategy - Translations



Public Engagement Strategy - Street Team
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The Street Team, made up of six paid 
community members, attended event 
throughout the summer to talk about the goals 
of One Climate Future and gather public 
feedback. One Street Team member will work 
throughout the Fall.
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Public Engagement Strategy - Social Media
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Public Engagement Strategy - Special Events
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Public Engagement Strategy - Volunteer Led



One Climate Future Timeline 
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