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 AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 6  

Re: ENERGY BENCHMARKING 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS:  

 

1. That Chapter 6, Sections 6-209, 6-210, 6-212 and 6-214 

of the Portland City Code are hereby amended to read as 

follows:  

 

6-209.  Benchmarking for Municipal and Covered Properties. 

 

(a) No later than May 1, 2019 one (1) year after the 

effective date of this Ordinance, and no later than May 1 every 

year thereafter, the total Energy and Water consumed by each 

Municipal Property, along with all other descriptive information 

required by the Benchmarking Tool, shall be entered into the 

Benchmarking Tool for the previous calendar year. 

 

(b) Owners of Covered Property shall annually input the 

total Energy and Water consumed by each Covered Property, along 

with all other descriptive information required by the 

Benchmarking Tool, into the Benchmarking Tool for the previous 

calendar year. The Owner shall input this information according 

to the following schedule:  

 

(1)  A Residential Covered Property no later than one year 

after the Department has certified that utility 

service providers have made utility use data readily 

available in a standardized and secure manner through 

“green button” or similar programs or standards that 

offer easy access to usage data as needed to use 

Energy Star Portfolio Manager, whichever date comes 

later no later than two (2) years after the effective 
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date of this Ordinance and by every May 1 every year 

thereafter;  

 

(2) A Non-residential Covered Property no later than one 

year after the Department has certified that utility 

service providers have made utility use data readily 

available in a standardized and secure manner through 

“green button” or similar programs or standards that 

offer easy access to usage data as needed to use 

Energy Star Portfolio Manager, whichever date comes 

later by no later than two (2) years after the 

effective date of this Ordinance and by every May 1 

every year thereafter; and  

 

(3) A new Covered Property that has not accumulated twelve 

(12) months of energy and water use data by the first 

applicable date following occupancy for inputting 

Energy and Water use into the Benchmarking Tool shall 

comply with this Ordinance inby May 1 the following 

year. 

 

6-210.  Notification Of Covered Properties.  

 

Between September 1 and December 1 of each year that 

Benchmarking is required under Section 6-209 above, the City 

shall notify Owners of Covered Properties of their obligation to 

input Energy and Water use into the Benchmarking Tool. By 

January 15 of each year, the City shall post the list of the 

addresses of Covered Properties on a public website. 

 

... 

 
6-212.  Disclosure And Publication Of Benchmarking Information.  

 

(a) Owners shall annually provide Benchmarking information 

to the Department, in such form as established by the 

Department, by the date provided by the schedule in Section V.  

 

(b) An exemption from this reporting requirement for any 

current reporting period may be granted if:  

 

(1). The Owner demonstrates to the Department that he or 

she has been unable to obtain tenant authorization to 

obtain tenant utility data, despite a good faith 

effort to obtain such consent; or  

 



(2). The Owner or Tenant demonstrates to the Department 

that such disclosure may result in the release of 

proprietary information which can be characterized as 

a trade secret. 

 

(c) The Department shall make available to the public on 

the internet Benchmarking Information for the previous calendar 

year:  

 

(1) No later than a year and a half after the effective 

date of this Ordinance and by September 1 of each year 

thereafter for Municipal Properties; and  

 

(2) No later than two and a half years after the effective 

date of this Ordinance or n No later than one year 

after Benchmarking Information is provided under 

Section 6-209 the Department has certified that 

utility service providers have made utility use data 

readily available in a standardized and secure manner 

through “green button” or similar programs or 

standards that offer easy access to usage data as 

needed to use Energy Star Portfolio Manager, whichever 

date comes later, and by September 1 of each year 

thereafter for Covered Properties. Benchmarking 

Information received by the Department for the first 

year a Covered Property is required to input the total 

Energy and Water consumed and other descriptive 

information as required by the Benchmarking Tool into 

the Benchmarking Tool will be not be published except 

to disclose whether or not the Covered Property is in 

compliance with this Ordinance.  

 

(d) The Department shall make available to the public and 

update at least annually, the following information:  

 

(1) Summary statistics on energy and water consumption for 

Municipal Properties and Covered Properties derived 

from aggregation of Benchmarking information for both;  

 

(2) Summary statistics on overall compliance with this 

Ordinance including an assessment of accuracy;  

 

(3) For each Municipal Property and Covered Property:  

 

(i) The status of compliance with the requirements 

of this Ordinance;  

 



(ii) Annual summary statistics for the Municipal 

Property or Covered Property, including EUI, 

annual greenhouse gas emissions, and an energy 

performance score where available; and 

  

(iii) A comparison of Benchmarking Information across 

calendar years for any years such Municipal 

Property or Covered Property has input the 

total Energy consumed and other descriptive 

information for such Properties as required by 

the Benchmarking Tool into the Benchmarking 

Tool. 

... 

 
6-214.  Assessing Results and Annual Report to City Council. 

 

(a) By December 31, 2020, or two years after the Department 

has certified that utility service providers have made utility 

use data readily available in a standardized and secure manner 

through “green button” or similar programs or standards that 

offer easy access to usage data as needed to use Energy Star 

Portfolio Manager, whichever is later, the Department shall 

review the effect of this Ordinance on improving energy and 

water performance for Covered Buildings. If energy and water 

performance for Covered Buildings has not improved 

significantly, the Department shall make recommendations to the 

City Manager as to whether amendments to this Ordinance or other 

measures are necessary to improve building energy and water 

performance for Covered Buildings. 

 

(b) In December of each calendar year, the Department shall 

prepare and submit an annual report to the City Council, which 

evaluates the administration and enforcement of the Ordinance 

and contains a summary of the benchmarking data provided to the 

City as required by this Ordinance, as well as any other 

necessary data or recommendations on the Ordinance could be 

improved. 

 
 


