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AMENDMENT TO PORTLAND CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 24 SEWERS 

RE: INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT PROGRAM  

TRANSFER TO PORTLAND WATER DISTRICT 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, 

MAINE IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. That Chapter 24, Sections 24-50, 24-52, 24-55 and 24-57 of 
the Portland City Code are hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

 
Sec. 24-50. Discharge permit. 

 

(a) All categorical users and other dischargers of 

industrial wastes shall obtain a discharge permit from the 

Department of Public Works Portland Water District, as required 

by rule.  as required by rule. New users shall obtain permits 

prior to any discharge. Applications and permits shall be in a 

form prescribed by the Department of Public WorksPortland Water 

District and shall be subject to an application fee of three 

hundred dollars ($300.00) per permitas set by the Portland Water 

District. Additionally, each permit shall be subject to an 

issuance fee which shall equal the direct and indirect costs of 

any previous advertisement of noncompliance and any other 

outside services which in the discretion of the Department of 

Public Works are required in order to review and evaluate the 

application or to implement a pretreatment program for such 

permitted user. 

 

... 

Sec. 24-52. Right of entry. 

 

The Department of Public Works, or the Portland Water 

District as its agent, bearing proper credentials and 

identification, shall be permitted to enter upon all properties 



with sewer or stormwater drainage systems connected to the 

public sewer and producing industrial or process wastes, at 

reasonable times and upon reasonable notice for the purpose of 

inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing or to 

otherwise enforce the rules, including copying of reports and 

records relating to the industrial pretreatment program in 

accordance with the provisions of this article. 

 

... 

Sec. 24-55. Written notice required. 

 

Forty-five (45) days' written notice shall be given to the 

Department of Public Works and the Portland Water District by 

any person proposing to: 

 

(a) Substantially change the volume or character of 

pollutants over that being discharged into the 

treatment system at time of enactment of this article; 

 

(b) Create a new discharge into the treatment system of 

pollutants from any source which would be a new source 

as defined in section 306 of the act if such a source 

were discharging pollutants elsewhere; 

 

(c) Create a new discharge into the treatment system of 

pollutants from any source which would be subject to 

section 301 of the act if it were discharging such 

pollutants elsewhere.  

... 

Sec. 24-57. Appeals. 

 

(a) Whenever the person receiving written notice shall 

deem himself or herself aggrieved by an order made by the 

Department of Public Works, the person may file an appeal to the 

city manager within ten (10) days of the date of the written 

notice, and the person shall be afforded a hearing on the matter 

before the city manager or his or her designee, and unless by 

their authority the aggrieved order is revoked, such order shall 

remain in force and be forthwith complied with by the person.   

 

(b) In cases of applicability or interpretation of this 

article, the city manager may revoke such order made by the 

Department of Public Works. 

 

(c) In cases where compliance with such order made by the 



Department of Public Works would cause undue hardship, the city 

manager may extend the time limit of such order or they may 

permit exceptions to, or waive requirements of, or grant a 

variance from the specific provisions of this article, subject 

always to the rule that the city manager shall give due 

consideration to the purposes of this article in eliminating 

existing pollution, preventing further pollution and promoting 

the public health, safety and welfare. 

 

(d) This Section shall not apply to notices of violation or 

other determinations issued by the Portland Water District.  Any 

notices issued by the Portland Water District under this Article 

shall be subject to review by the superior court under Rule 80B 

of the Maine Rules of Procedure within thirty (30) days of the 

decision. 

 

 


