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Meeting Agenda:

• Re-cap of the February meeting

• What we heard from the February meeting

• Conceptual Roadway + Curb Alignment

• Event Center & Plaza Concepts

• Congress Square Concepts

• Discussion / Next steps
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Vision Statement:

Congress Square is a high quality, distinctive urban 

space that epitomizes the Arts District while 

remaining accessible and inviting to all. Year-

round, the Square provides a welcome break in the 

dense, historic district street wall where one 

encounters a range of activities including events 

and installations that celebrate local arts and 

culture, and fosters spontaneity, informal 

gathering, and fun.  As a gateway intersection, the 

redesigned Congress Square places priority on the 

pedestrian experience and safety while 

accommodating all transportation modes in an 

efficient manner.
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CanopyGround Vertical

Re-cap of the February meeting
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Defining Space:

Centers (Cognitive)

Re-cap of the February meeting
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Re-cap of the February meeting
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Access 

Comfort and Image

Use and Activities

Sociability

Spatial

Re-cap of the February meeting
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Re-cap of the February meeting
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What we heard:

Take-aways from the Evaluation Exercise
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Re-cap of the February meeting
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Prioritize the problems/needs
Considering your evaluation of the square, which problems/needs do 

you think are of greatest priority to address?
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Identify Opportunities
1. What do you like best about the square currently?
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Identify Opportunities
2. List a few things that you would do to improve the square that 

could be done right away with low cost.
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Identify Opportunities
3. What 3 changes would you make to the square in the long term 

that you feel would make the biggest impact?
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Access 

Comfort and Image

Use and Activities

Sociability

Spatial
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Comfort and ImageAccess

Use and Activities Sociability Spatial
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Automobiles detract from 

the pedestrian experience

Bicycling facilities

are not adequate

There are not enough places 

to sit

Existing features do not 

encourage interaction and 

use

The square does not provide 

a comfortable environment 

to occupy the space
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diagram of existing ‘wall 

of traffic’ and existing 

sunken plaza, and 

divided building 

forecourts

Automobiles detract from 

the pedestrian experience

Bicycling facilities

are not adequate

There are not enough places 

to sit

Existing features do not 

encourage interaction and 

use

The square does not provide 

a comfortable environment 

to occupy the space
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Roadway Concept:

Expanding the Pedestrian Realm
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Current Roadway
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Free St. w/ Table
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Free St. w/ Table
New Road, South Kensington, LondonWinthrop Street, Harvard Square, Cambridge

Providence Performing Arts 

Center, Providence, RI
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+ Congress St. w/ Table
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+ High St. w/ Table
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diagram of existing ‘wall 

of traffic’ and existing 

sunken plaza
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Vision Statement: 

Congress Square is a high quality, distinctive urban 

space that epitomizes the Arts District while 

remaining accessible and inviting to all. Year-round, 

the Square provides a welcome break in the dense, 

historic district street wall where one encounters a 

range of activities including events and installations 

that celebrate local arts and culture, and fosters 

spontaneity, informal gathering, and fun.  As a 

gateway intersection, the redesigned Congress 

Square places priority on the pedestrian experience 

and safety while accommodating all transportation 

modes in an efficient manner.
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Comfort and ImageAccess

Use and Activities Sociability Spatial
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The edges of Congress 

Square create a legible 

space

Façades of buildings play 

an active role in the 

identity and feeling of the 

square
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Square create a legible 

space

Façades of buildings play 

an active role in the 

identity and feeling of the 

square
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The edges of the square are 

not clear and do not 

reinforce the square’s 

identity

The edges of the square do 

not contribute to activity 

and use
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The edges of the square are 

not clear and do not 

reinforce the square’s 

identity

The edges of the square do 

not contribute to activity 

and use
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Event Center & Plaza Concepts:

Façades as Wall to Outdoor Rooms 
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Robert Venturi, Learning from Las Vegas, The MIT Press, 1972 Robert Venturi:  National Football Hall of Fame (project), 1967 
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Harry Cobb:  Portland Museum of Art, 1978-1982 
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Harry Cobb:  Portland Museum of Art, 1978-1982 



Re-Design of Congress Square

Public Meeting | 04.22.14

Harry Cobb:  Portland Museum of Art, 1978-1982 
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Group Starting Points
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Norman Foster, Nimes Carre D’art
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Machado & Silvetti Associates:  Silver 

Spring Civic Building, Silver Spring, MD, 

2008-2010
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Peter Walker and Partners (courtyard),  Novartis , Basel
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Ken Smith, Orange County Park, 2010

UnitedVisualArtists, Canopy + Connection, Toronto

Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art

Overland Park, Kansas
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Ellsworth Kelly, Sculpture for a Large Wall (Transportation Building Lobby Sculpture), Penn Center, Philadelphia, 1957
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Ned Kahn, Vertical Canal, Utrecht Water Department Building, the Netherlands
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Vision Statement: 

Congress Square is a high quality, distinctive urban 

space that epitomizes the Arts District while 

remaining accessible and inviting to all. Year-round, 

the Square provides a welcome break in the dense, 

historic district street wall where one encounters a 

range of activities including events and installations 

that celebrate local arts and culture, and fosters 

spontaneity, informal gathering, and fun.  As a 

gateway intersection, the redesigned Congress 

Square places priority on the pedestrian experience 

and safety while accommodating all transportation 

modes in an efficient manner.
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Square Design:

Ground Plane & Canopy
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The Luxembourg Gardens in Paris come to mind.

create a ceiling of canopy 

which defines space below
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distinguish clear pedestrian 

realms w/ a pattern

TCL, Lonsdale Street, Victoria Australia
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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Scheme A: FACE-OFF
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HH+F Architekten, Bahnhofplatz, Aachen Germany

carpet to help define 

the crossing as a space

maintain the character of 

distinct streets at the edges
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Use of paving to make 

distinctive and clear spaces 

day and night
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St. Louis Museum of Art

Groves of trees in dialogue 

with building
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Scheme B: NESTING 

FRAMES
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Scheme B: NESTED FRAMES
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Scheme B: NESTED FRAMES
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Scheme B: NESTED FRAMES
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St. Louis Museum of Art

Trees frame space
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Kimball Museum, Dan Kiley
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TCL, Lonsdale Street, Victoria Australia

distinguish clear pedestrian 

realms w/ a pattern
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Copenhagen, Denmark

Carpet of paving defines a 

space
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Scheme C: EQUINOX
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Scheme C: EQUINOX
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Scheme C: EQUINOX
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Scheme C: EQUINOX
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Town Hall Square, Janet Rosenberg Landscape Architects, Toronto
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Mathews Nielson, Lincoln Center, NYC

Reed Hilderbrand, Koch Institute Cambridge

South Station, BostonUnion Sq., Somerville
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Schwartz Smith Meyer, Village Yorkville Park, Toronto Koch Institute, Reed Hilderbrand, Cambridge, MA



Re-Design of Congress Square

Public Meeting | 04.22.14

Vision Statement: 

Congress Square is a high quality, distinctive urban 

space that epitomizes the Arts District while 

remaining accessible and inviting to all. Year-round, 

the Square provides a welcome break in the dense, 

historic district street wall where one encounters a 

range of activities including events and installations 

that celebrate local arts and culture, and fosters 

spontaneity, informal gathering, and fun.  As a 

gateway intersection, the redesigned Congress 

Square places priority on the pedestrian experience 

and safety while accommodating all transportation 

modes in an efficient manner.
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Meeting Agenda:

• Re-cap of the February meeting

• What we heard from the February meeting

• Conceptual Roadway + Curb Alignment

• Event Center & Plaza Concepts

• Congress Square Concepts

• Discussion / Next steps
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Thank you!




