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Family Member: Definitions from various EPSL laws/ordinances

As currently 

proposed

NJ State Law

Berkeley, CA

Pittsburgh, 

PA

CT State 

Law

Child, parent, legal guardian or ward, sibling, grandparent, grandchild, and spouse, registered domestic partner under any state or local law, or designated person. "Child" includes a child of a 

domestic partner and a child of a person standing in loco parentis. The aforementioned child, parent, sibling, grandparent, and grandchild relationships include not only biological relationships 

but also relationships resulting from adoption; step-relationships; and foster care relationships. If the employee has no spouse or registered domestic partner, the employee may designate one 

person as to whom the employee may use paid sick leave to aid or care for the person. The opportunity to make such a designation shall be extended to the employee no later than the date on 

which the employee has worked 30 hours after paid sick leave begins to accrue pursuant to Section 13.100.040.A.2. There shall be a window of 10 work days for the employee to make this 

designation. Thereafter, the opportunity to make such a designation, including the opportunity to change such a designation previously made, shall be extended to the employee on an annual 

basis, with a window of 10 work days for the employee to make the designation.

(A) Regardless of age, a biological, adopted or foster child, stepchild or legal ward, a child of a domestic partner, a child to whom the employee stands in loco parentis, or an individual to whom 

the employee stood in loco parentis when the individual was a minor; (B) A biological, foster, stepparent or adoptive parent or legal guardian of an employee or an employee’s spouse or 

domestic partner or a person who stood in loco parentis when the employee or employee’s spouse or domestic partner was a minor child; (C) A person to whom the employee is legally married 

under the laws of any state, or a domestic partner of an employee as registered under the laws of any state or political subdivision; (D) A grandparent, grandchild or sibling (whether of a 

biological, foster, adoptive or step relationship) of the employee or the employee's spouse or domestic partner; (E) A person for whom the employee is responsible for providing or arranging 

care, including but not limited to helping that individual obtain diagnostic, preventive, routine or therapeutic health treatment; or (F) Any other individual related by blood or affinity whose close 

association with the employee is the equivalent of a family relationship.

(1) A biological, adopted or foster child, stepchild or legal ward, a child of a domestic partner, or a child to whom the employee stands in loco parentis; (2) A biological, foster, adoptive, or step-

parent, or legal guardian of an employee or an employee’s spouse or domestic partner or a person who stood in loco parentis when the employee was a minor child; (3) A person to whom the 

employee is legally married under the laws of any state; (4) A grandparent or spouse or domestic partner of a grandparent; (5) A grandchild; (6) A biological, foster, or adopted sibling (7) A 

domestic partner. (8) Any individual for whom the employee has received oral permission from the employer to care for at the time of the employee’s request to make use of sick time.

Defines "child" (a biological, adopted or foster child, stepchild, legal ward of a service worker, or a child of a service worker standing in loco parentis, who is (A) under eighteen years of age; or (B) 

eighteen years of age or older and incapable of self-care because of a mental or physical disability )and "spouse" (a husband or wife, as the case may be ) and then says leave can be taken to care 

for self, child, or spouse due to injury, illness, preventative care, victim services, etc. 

Family member means a child, grandchild, sibling, spouse, domestic partner, civil union partner, parent, or grandparent of an employee, or a spouse, domestic partner, or civil union partner of a 

parent or grandparent of the employee, or a sibling of a spouse, domestic partner, or civil union partner of the employee, or any other individual related by blood to the employee or whose close 

association with the employee is the equivalent of a family relationship. (Child is defined separately as: "a biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild or legal ward of an employee, child of a 

domestic partner or civil union partner of the employee; Parent is defined separately as: "a biological, adoptive, or foster parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of an employee or of the employee’s 

spouse, domestic partner, or civil union partner, or a person who stood in loco parentis of the employee or the employee’s spouse, domestic partner, or civil union partner when the employee, 

spouse or partner was a minor child")
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